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for immediate release 





Catholic deacons head-out on “road trip” of goodwill


They will be delivering supplies to a New Orleans HS collected by Cathedral HS students





SPRINGFIELD – Two Catholic deacons are headed on a “road trip” of goodwill this coming weekend, one that will bring much-needed supplies to a Catholic high school in New Orleans.





During October students at Springfield’s Cathedral High School collected school and other essential supplies for MAX, an acronym for three high schools that were combined to create this "new" one: Xavier Prep, St. Mary's Academy, and St. Augustine's High School all in New Orleans.  The partnership was arranged through the diocesan Catholic Charities Agency.





Keith Maczkiewicz, campus minister at Cathedral High School helped students coordinate this effort.  Each week in October there was a theme for creating kits; school supplies, personal hygiene items, household needs and a care package specifically for teens. The result was overwhelming, with enough supplies to fill a 10 foot cargo van that is being donated by All Star Rentals. Scott Sarat, owner of All Star, facilitated the donation of the van.


In response to the collection Cathedral principal, John Miller said, "We're grateful for the large amount of supplies that the students collected in their religion classes over a period of four weeks and we're happy to have the opportunity to assist the administrators, faculty and staff of MAX as they meet the needs of the young men and women who were displaced from their schools by Hurricane Katrina." 


Catholic deacons, Leo Coughlin and Bill Toller will drive the van to New Orleans.  The van is scheduled to be loaded at 9am Friday by the students. The deacons plan to depart Sunday at noon after their weekend parish duties.  They hope to arrive in New Orleans, Wednesday morning.
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