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for immediate release 





Local Catholic schools mark annual Catholic Schools Week 2006





SPRINGFIELD – "Catholic Schools: Character. Compassion. Values" is the theme of Catholic Schools Week 2006. The week runs from Jan. 29 to Feb. 4 in Catholic schools in western Massachusetts and throughout the nation. The observance begins on the last Sunday in January every year. (A partial listing of events is attached to this release.)





A longtime tradition in Catholic education, now in its 32nd year, Catholic Schools Week (CSW) became part of “The National Marketing Campaign for Catholic Schools” in 1991. This year-round program is a collaborative undertaking by the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).





The purpose of CSW is to build support and recognition for the almost 8,000 Catholic schools nationwide. During this week, many dioceses encourage parents to enroll their children in Catholic schools. CSW also is an opportunity to interest citizens in volunteering their time and talents to local Catholic schools.





Here are some local facts regarding Catholic Schools.





	- There are 22 elementary and 4 secondary Catholic schools in western Massachusetts.


	- There are 5544 elementary students and 1471 secondary students, totaling 7015.


	- Based on published state per pupil cost averages, local Catholic schools save taxpayers and 


               communities more than $45 million annually.


	- In Springfield, those savings are calculated at $15 million.


	- The Diocese awarded $617,000 this year in tuition grants and aid to needy students, this 


	   includes earmarked funds to of $16,500 to Holyoke families from the Our Lady of Perpetual 


               Help Fund and $26,200 to Springfield families from the St. Joseph/St. Thomas Aquinas 


               Fund.





Currently there are two initiatives underway that will be important to the future of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Springfield; a Blue Ribbon Committee is preparing a preliminary report on how to improve the local Catholic school system and a separate search committee is reviewing applicants for the position of Superintendent of Diocesan Schools.  





Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph, M. Andrea Ciszewski is currently serving as the interim diocesan superintendent of schools.
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