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for immediate release 





Independent audit finds Diocese in full compliance with Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People





New Director of Counseling, Prevention and Victim Services appointed


SPRINGFIELD – The Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield has been found in full compliance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. 


Independent auditors from the Galvin Group of Boston began reviewing diocesan procedures and policies with a weeklong on-site visit, conducted during the last week of October. Among some of the areas examined were the Review Board, parish and educational programs, and CORI checks.  


Commenting on the finding, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell stated, “The ongoing efforts in parishes, schools and religious education programs to ensure that the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People is fully implemented have borne fruit.  I'm delighted that the Gavin Audit has found the Diocese of Springfield in full compliance.”


In a related development, Bishop McDonnell has appointed a new Diocesan Director of Counseling, Prevention and Victim Services, filling a position left vacant by the departure last summer of Laura Failla Reilly. 


Patricia Finn McManamy was appointed by the Bishop upon the recommendation of a special search committee that reviewed and interviewed various applicants. Sister of St. Joseph, Annette McDermott, former diocesan secretary of health/human services chaired the committee made up of diocesan officials, Review Board members, and local experts in the areas of human services and child abuse.


“We're delighted that Patricia Finn McManamy will be joining the diocesan staff to help continue the ongoing process of education, service and healing to which all of us are committed,” commented Bishop McDonnell.


A graduate of Trinity College in Hartford, Conn., McManamy went on to receive her master’s degree in social work from Smith College. She comes to the position with 20 years of experience in the human services field, including a four-year tenure as victim advocate in the child protection unit of the attorney general’s office in Vermont. More recently, she has served as a psychotherapist with Service Net in Greenfield and a case manager with Brightside for Families and Children in West Springfield.


In her letter to the search committee she stated, “I believe that preventing abuse is crucial, as is assisting the families and communities affected by abuse to heal and restore their sense of faith.”


In addition to her work in prevention and victim services, McManamy will also oversee diocesan marriage and family counseling programs. At her request, she will begin February 2, 2006.
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(Editors – Ms. McManamy is taking personal time in-between jobs and will be available for interviews in February.)
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