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for immediate release 





Franklin County Catholic community marks “endings” and a new beginning


Three parishes to mark their closing this weekend





TURNERS FALLS – This weekend two Catholic parishes in Turners Falls and one in Greenfield will mark the end of a combined 350 years of parish ministry with their closing liturgies. This will lead to a January 15 celebration marking the opening of the Diocese of Springfield’s newest Catholic parish, Our Lady of Peace in Turners Falls.





These mark the culmination of many years of planning, dating back to 1992 when the three parishes were yoked under a single pastoral leadership team.  In November, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell accepted the recommendation of the parishes to be suppressed allowing for the creation of a new single parish community, Our Lady of Peace, which will worship in the St. Mary of the Assumption Church on 80th Seventh Street. Our Lady of Peace officially was established on January 1, a feast day honoring the Blessed Mother that is also celebrated as World Day of Peace.





St. Mary of the Assumption is the oldest Catholic parish in Turners Falls established in 1872.  For fours years prior, this community came under the guidance of Holy Trinity Parish, Greenfield the Mother Church of Franklin County. The church was built in 1878 in the Gothic style.  This will become the house of worship for the new parish community.  The final liturgy for St. Mary of the Assumption Parish will be Saturday, January 7 at 4pm.





St. Anne’s Parish, was established in 1884 as the second parish in Turners Falls. It was created to provide ministry to the French-speaking population of the town.  Of particular note, it founded the first Catholic school in Franklin County in 1896.  The school closed in 1968 after 72 years of service.  St. Anne’s final Mass will be held Sunday, January 8 at 8am.





Sacred Heart Parish was founded as the second Catholic parish of Greenfield in 1912. It was established to provide parish ministry to the growing Polish population in Greenfield.  This community originally worshiped in the basement of Holy Trinity Parish before they purchased the old German Hall and renovated it for a church. Subsequent renovations and expansions took place, with sections that continue to be used as the church. Their closing Mass will be held on Sunday, January 8 at 10:15am.


.


The inaugural liturgy for the newly established Our Lady of Peace Parish will be held Sunday, January 15 at 10am, Bishop McDonnell will celebrate this Mass. Father Stanley Aksamit is the pastor of the new Our Lady of Peace Parish.
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