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for immediate release





New diocesan associate superintendent of schools named





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has approved the hiring of Bonnie Moriarty as associate superintendent of diocesan schools effective July 1.  Moriarty will replace Sister of Notre Dame de Namur Maureen Toomey who is stepping down after 23 years in the Diocesan Schools Office.  Sister Toomey, who spent more than 47 years in the education field, decided earlier this year to take on a new ministerial focus.  She will be working fulltime in pastoral ministry at Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield.





Commenting on the departure of Sister Toomey, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools Sister Andrea Ciszewski, a Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph, said, “During her tenure at the Diocesan Schools Office, Sister Maureen Toomey offered countless contributions to the educational programs and personnel development of our Catholic schools and has been an influential collaborator in curriculum and professional development programs sponsored by the New England division of the National Catholic Educational Association.  With deep gratitude, we extend best wishes as she assumes responsibilities in her new ministry.”





Moriarty will bring 40 years of academic experience with her to the associate superintendent position. Moriarty received her undergraduate degree from Boston College and both her master’s and doctoral degrees in English from Lehigh University, Pa.  She has taught at numerous colleges locally including Elms College, Western New England College and Springfield College.  In addition, she was on the faculty at St. Mary High School, Westfield before beginning a 17-year career at Springfield’s Cathedral High School, serving since 2002, and until this appointment, as associate principal. In 2000, she was honored with the Distinguished Teacher Award from the Springfield Chamber of Commerce and in 2001 with the Patricia Hunter Award from the Western Massachusetts Writing Project.





“I wanted to be a teacher from the first day I went to school,” commented Moriarty. “Now I’m honored and appreciative that people have faith in my ability to do this job.”  





Sister Ciszewski expressed her gratitude that a person of Moriarty’s caliber was now going to be part of the Diocesan Schools Office.  “We welcome Dr. Bonnie Moriarty to the Diocesan Schools staff, aware that her dedication to Catholic school education, expertise and experience will assist in addressing academic challenges and opportunities.”





Moriarty’s primary responsibilities will include managing school personnel and curriculum. 
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