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June 22, 2006
Joint statement for immediate release

After a series of meetings, focusing on the future of Holyoke Catholic High School, the “Committee of the Whole” (consisting of the Holyoke Catholic School Board, the Blue Ribbon Commission on Education and the Diocesan School Board) has overwhelmingly endorsed the proposal to re-locate HCHS to the site of the former Assumption School in Chicopee and initiate a special relationship with the neighboring College of Our Lady of the Elms.
This recommendation came after a careful examination of a number of proposed sites, including an initial engineering study on three of the locations under consideration.

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell gratefully accepted the recommendation of the committee and immediately contacted Elms President, Dr. James Mullen to inform him of the decision.

Dr. Mullen released the following statement regarding this decision, “We are excited by the committee’s decision and honored by the faith that has been placed in our ability to work together with our colleagues from Holyoke Catholic in developing exciting programming possibilities. Our goals remain clear – to preserve the institutional autonomy and identity of both Elms College and Holyoke Catholic and to ensure the uniqueness of both the high school and college experience while developing innovative and appropriate opportunities for partnership. Everyone involved in this process is devoted to the goal of ensuring that Holyoke Catholic continues to provide a quality Catholic education to high school students. We are confident that the HCHS/Elms opportunity not only achieves this goal; it will also benefit our college immensely in the years to come. Strengthened by the charism of the Sisters of Saint Joseph who have played an important role in the histories of both Holyoke Catholic and Elms College, I believe that we will find great joy and fulfillment in this exciting collaborative endeavor.”
Officials from the diocese, Our Lady of the Elms College and Holyoke Catholic High School will now begin more extensive preparations to implement this proposal.  Under the conditions of its lease, HCHS has until June 2009 to operate at its current location in Granby, the former St. Hyacinth College and Seminary.

Although HCHS and the Elms will work together and collaborate in a number of academic and extracurricular activities, each will remain autonomous institutions with their separate governing bodies.
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Contact info:  Chris Lockwood, Elms College – 413 265-2219 & 413 218-1525(cell)
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