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media advisory 





Independent audit finds Diocese in full compliance with 


Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People


National report to be issued on Thursday





SPRINGFIELD – The 3rd annual report on the Implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People issued by the Office of Child and Youth Protection of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) will be released at noon, Thursday, March 30, at a news conference at the National Press Club, Washington, DC.


The Office of Child and Youth Protection is issuing this report based on an audit of U.S. dioceses and eparchies (dioceses of the eastern Catholic churches) to assess their compliance with the Charter. The Gavin Group, Inc., Winthrop, Massachusetts performed the compliance audits.  


In January, the Diocese of Springfield announced that it had been found in full compliance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. Independent auditors from the Galvin Group began reviewing diocesan procedures and policies with a weeklong on-site visit, conducted during the last week of October 2005. Among some of the areas examined were the Review Board, parish and educational programs, and CORI checks.  


In January, commenting on the finding, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell stated, “The ongoing efforts in parishes, schools and religious education programs to ensure that the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People is fully implemented have borne fruit.  I'm delighted that the Gavin Audit has found the Diocese of Springfield in full compliance.”


The reports will be available on-line after 12 noon on Thursday, March 30 at �HYPERLINK "www.usccb.org"��www.usccb.org�.
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