[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 

Diocese of Springfield



65 Elliot Street - P.O. Box 1730

Springfield, Massachusetts 01102
 Office of Public Affairs and Information 




                            Telephone (413) 452-0648










        
                                          FAX (413) 747-0273

[image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf] 

           







                                            E-mail: m.dupont@diospringfield.org


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





March 30, 2006





							           		      Contact


							Mark E. Dupont


413-452-0648


413 478-8516(cell)





media advisory    





Deacon Candidacy Mass on Saturday


Two Franklin County men among the six to be accepted.





Springfield – On Saturday, April 1 at 11am at St. Michael’s Cathedral, Springfield, Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will accept six men as Candidates for the Permanent Deaconate.  They are,





Gary Doane, Bondsville


Robert Esposito, Dalton


Normand Grondin, Springfield


Mark Kolasinski, Sunderland


John Leary, Northfield


Edward Shaw, Housatonic.





	The reception of Candidacy marks an important step on the journey to the Order of Deacon. During this ceremony, the Bishop accepts men as candidates for the deaconate.  Deacons have served the Catholic Church since its earliest days. Permanent deacons are often married men with families and active careers, who are ordained to ministry in the Church while at the same time attending to family and career needs. Deacons play an important role in the Church, assisting the bishop and priests in various liturgical, ministerial and administrative roles. With the declining number of priests, deacons are being asked to assume additional duties within parishes.





	The permanent deaconate formation process includes careful screening and application procedures, followed by four years of formal training.  This group is now in its second year.





	Currently there are 55 active permanent deacons serving the Diocese of Springfield.





	The contact for this event is Deacon Leo Coughlin, 413 452-0676
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