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Director of White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to speak at upcoming local Catholic Men’s Conference.








Springfield – Jim Towey, director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, will be among the keynote speakers at the upcoming Fourth Annual Springfield Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference.





“Grow in Holiness” was begun to invite and challenge Catholic men to a deeper commitment to their faith. This year it will be held at Springfield’s Cathedral High School on Saturday, March 25 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.





“This Annual Catholic Men’s Conference is perfect opportunity during Lent for men to take a good look at themselves and see how their relationship with God is and in turn how they are living their call to be good husbands, fathers, sons and, ultimately, men of the church,.” commented Father Gary Dailey, the key organizer for this event. “The speakers this year will be both informative and challenging as they share not only their faith but their own conversion stories – their conversion back to God as well as to the Catholic Church.”  





Although Towey is best known for his role in the current Bush Administration, he was been invited to speak to the conference because of his work and friendship with Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Towey met Mother Teresa in 1985 and went on to serve as her legal counsel for 12 years. He lived for a year in Mexico in one of Mother Teresa’s missions and in 1990 worked full-time in her Washington, DC AIDS home. Towey and his wife, Mary, have five children. 





Other speakers include, Ed and Eddie Reinhardt, a father and son who will share their journey of anguish, love and empowerment and show us how ordinary individuals can do extraordinary things. Eddie was a member of the University of Colorado football team and was second in the nation in pass receptions with a G.P.A. of 3.25 when he received a life changing brain injury during a football game. For 62 days, Eddie floated between life and death in a coma. 





James Holmes, formerly an ordained Baptist Minister, converted to the Catholic faith in 2003 and now directs the efforts of Inmate Family Ministry in Alabama.





And returning due to popular demand, Father Philip Merdinger is the founder of the Brotherhood of Hope, a relatively new community of brothers and priests.  He is currently serving as a spiritual director at St. John's Seminary in Boston.  Father Merdinger is particularly involved in the spiritual development and formation of Catholic men.  





Registration for the full-day conference, including lunch is $25.  Registrations are being accepted by phone at (413) 452-0811.
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(Editor’s note – photo of Jim Towey available upon request.)











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


