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media advisory/ background info





Rite of Election





Springfield – As part of the Lenten traditions in the Catholic faith, this Sunday, March 5 at 2 p.m. St. Michael’s Cathedral, State Street, Springfield will be the site for the annual Rite of Election.





	Each Easter, hundreds of local adults become full members of the Catholic faith through a process known as the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA).  This dates back to the earliest days of Christianity, in which entire households would be trained in the Catholic faith and then, as part of the great Easter Vigil service, receive the three sacraments which mark full membership – Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation. And while today many raised in Catholic families receive these sacraments over a period of time lasting up to 18 years, for adults who did not receive all of these sacraments, or perhaps any, the RCIA process is still utilized. Like the early Christians, these persons will receive the necessary sacraments in their parishes during the Easter Vigil, which this year will be celebrated after sunset on April 15.





	As part of the final leg of their faith journey, they will come to the Cathedral this Sunday for the Rite of Election. This is a unique event held each first Sunday of Lent, when they gather with their sponsors and are presented to Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell to sign the Book of the Elect.  More than 200 persons from 34 parishes western Massachusetts parishes will participate in this service, a number which is up from previous years. 





	The contact for this event is Sister Carol Datz, 413 452-0813.
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