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for immediate release


Bishop McDonnell names new diocesan superintendent of schools.


Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has named Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph, M. Andrea Ciszewski (FSSJ) as the new diocesan superintendent of schools effective immediately. Sister Ciszewski has served as interim superintendent since the retirement of the former superintendent, Sister of St. Joseph Bette Gould on July 1, 2005. Prior to that, she served as curriculum director for the Diocesan Schools Office.





In making this appointment, Bishop McDonnell commented, “during the past few months I have had the opportunity to work with Sister Andrea and have been impressed by her intellect and commitment to Catholic education.  She has performed her interim duties with great compassion and concern for the students who are entrusted into our care.” 





Search committee chairperson, Phil Daignault wrote on behalf of his committee that, “the search committee unanimously agrees that Sr. Andrea possesses the spirituality of faith and passion for Catholic education we need in this role.  Her references all supported our conclusion that she is a model of leadership and commitment, a compassionate leader and someone who has experienced building community in a limited resource environment. Her vision for the future of Catholic schools is both hopeful and pragmatic.  She strongly embraces the mission of catholic education and knows the hard work, collaboration and financing required to move forward.”





Sister Ciszewski is a native of Holyoke where she attended both Mater Dolorosa Elementary School and the former St. Jerome High School.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the College of Our Lady of the Elms in Chicopee and a Master of Arts degree in theology from Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora, NY.  She has served in leadership positions in her religious community, the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamburg, N.Y., including eight years as General Minister.  Locally she was principal at St. Stanislaus School, Chicopee from 1978 to 1986. She was also an instructor and co-chairperson of the education department at Hilbert College in Hamburg, NY.





In accepting this important appointment she commented, “I am humbled and honored by the trust and confidence placed in me by Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell and the Search Committee as well as for the preparatory education and experience afforded me by my religious congregation. As I assume the responsibilities of this position, I look forward to opportunities of collaboration with the Diocesan School Office Staff, the Diocesan Catholic School Board Trustees, Principals, Pastors, and all those who support Catholic school education. I believe that together we will continue to build and strengthen our academic communities as we live out the Mission of Catholic schools.”
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