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for immediate release





Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Awards given to eight Catholic schoolteachers.


  


Springfield – Eight local Catholic school teachers are among those being honored this year with the Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching award. The Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Awards are sponsored by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the Irene E. & George Davis Foundation, the Mass Mutual Financial Group, the Community Foundation, the Southworth Paper Company and several local YMCAs.


	


The following were selected as the 2006 Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Award winners for the Diocese of Springfield Catholic Schools.





Mary Anne Freeman, St. Patrick's, Chicopee


Denise Hammond, St. Thomas the Apostle, West Springfield


Rita Holuk, St. Mary's, Ware


Stephanie Pouliot, St. Stanislaus, Chicopee


Shirley Pratt, Cathedral High School, Springfield


Mary Frances Reed, St. Mary’s, Westfield


Patricia Scanlon, St. Stanislaus, Chicopee


Jennifer Parent, Blessed Sacrament, Holyoke  


(Jennifer is the recipient in the New Teacher category, awarded to those who have been in teaching for three years or less.)





The awardees will be honored at a dinner at the Log Cabin Banquet and Meeting House in Holyoke on May 2, 2006.  Each honored teacher will receive a $600.00 cash award, $500.00 of which is for her personal use and $100.00 for use in her classroom. Additionally, each will receive an engraved plaque, a citation from the governor, four complimentary tickets to the awards dinner and a performance and lunch at Jacob's Pillow.





The breadth of the program is patterned after the National Grinspoon-Steinhardt Awards given to teachers in Jewish Education.  It is the sponsors’ belief that teachers are very important in shaping the lives of children in our society and in the community in which they live.   It is also their belief that we need to focus on, support and encourage these extraordinary professionals who are expected to carry out multiple programs in very challenging settings in our society today.  
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