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Bishop McDonnell to mark 1st Anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s death at Diocesan Youth Day on Sunday.





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will mark the 1st anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s death with a special liturgy that will mark the conclusion of this year’s Diocesan Youth Day at St. George’s Parish Center in Chicopee on Sunday, April 2nd. This is a fitting setting because Pope John Paul II dedicated considerable effort during his pontificate to encouraging Catholic youth to remain faithful, recognizing their importance to the future of the Catholic Church. 





	The Mass will begin Sunday (4/2/06) at 4:45pm at St. George’s Church, 7 Belcher Street, Chicopee and will feature the blessing and presentation to the youth of the diocese, the Pope John Paul II Commemorative Cross. 





	This eight-foot cross resembles those used during past international World Youth Days, which the former pope brought to new prominence. This cross will travel the Diocese of Springfield over the next year and will be featured at regional youth gatherings.





	Each year a Diocesan Youth Day is held to offer an opportunity for young Catholics to gather.  This year’s day (4/2/06) will begin at 10:15am and will feature Stan Codero, Diocesan Youth Director from the Diocese of Santa Rosa, California. This year’s theme is “promise” and it will focus on God’s promise to us, and our need to be faithful to our promises to God.





	Youth from across western Massachusetts are expected to attend this daylong event.
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