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for immediate release


Facilitator hired to work with HCHS “Committee of the Whole”





SPRINGFIELD – A facilitator with extensive experience in Catholic education has been hired to work with the Holyoke Catholic High School “Committee of the Whole” beginning later this month.





Sister Mary Tracy, a Sister of the Holy Name of Jesus and Mary (SNJM), has agreed to assist this joint committee in reviewing options and alternatives for a viable, long-term location for Holyoke Catholic High School. Her religious order is committed to Catholic education, running several Catholic schools in the Pacific Northwest.





Sister Tracy is a native of Spokane, Wash.  She served for 20 years, first as dean and then for 15 years as principal at Holy Name Academy in Seattle.  Currently she is associate executive director for secondary schools for the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA). 





In accepting her role as facilitator, she commented, “on behalf of the NCEA I look forward to working with this combined committee of the whole, as well as the Diocesan Schools Office and the Holyoke Catholic community to facilitate these important discussions which will hopefully lead to maintaining and advancing Catholic secondary education.” The first meeting of the “Committee of the Whole” with Sr. Tracy will take place before the end of May.





To date, in addition to the Elms College proposal, the Diocese has received communication from at least two other individuals/groups requesting consideration of Holyoke locations.  This includes an effort by a group called the “Pro-Peck” committee, which is advocating the city of Holyoke and the “Committee of the Whole” discuss the possibility of acquiring the Peck Junior High School.





-30-











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


