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For immediate release

Groundbreaking planned for new Immaculate Conception Church, Holyoke

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy McDonnell will be joined by Immaculate Conception (Holyoke) pastor, LaSalette Father James Aherne along with other church, civic and construction officials to formally break ground for the new Immaculate Conception Church tomorrow,

Friday, December 28 at 2:30 p.m. at the site of the new church on North Summer Street, Holyoke.

Among those invited to attend are Holyoke Mayor, Michael Sullivan and the Very Rev. Joseph Bachand, provincial of the LaSalette Community of Priests and Brothers in North America. The LaSalette community has staffed the parish for most of its history.

The Immaculate Conception parish community has been worshiping in temporary locations since 2005 when structural and safety concerns forced the closing of the previous church building which had been built in the early 1920s.  That building was taken down in the summer of 2006 and the site cleared for a new church to be constructed.

The majority of the cost for this new construction will be paid from the proceeds of a $1 million legacy gift from the former Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish (Holyoke) fire insurance settlement fund. In addition, there will be an announcement on Friday of another substantial donation presented by another Catholic parish community.

Established in 1905 as a parish to serve French-Canadians in the early 1900s, the Immaculate Conception parish today serves a diverse community including a growing number of Latino Catholics; its outreach covers the lower third section of Holyoke. 

