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For immediate release

Groundbreaking held for new Immaculate Conception Church, Holyoke

$10,000 gift from South Hadley parish announced

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell, along with LaSalette Father James Aherne, pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in Holyoke, and Holyoke Mayor Michael Sullivan were joined by other civic, church and construction officials Dec. 28 as they broke ground for the new Immaculate Conception Church on North Summer Street, which should be available for worship by late 2008.

Established in 1905 as a Catholic parish to serve French-Canadians who had come to Holyoke to work in its factories, Immaculate Conception Parish today serves a diverse community including a growing number of Latino Catholics; its outreach covers the lower third section of the city of Holyoke. 

The Immaculate Conception parish community has been worshiping in temporary locations since 2005 when structural and safety concerns forced the closing of the previous church building which had been built in the early 1920s. That building was taken down in the summer of 2006 and the site cleared for the new church to be constructed.

Tessier and Associates Architects designed the planned church, and the general contractor will be Aquadro and Cerruti, with construction scheduled to begin the week of Jan. 7. The majority of the cost for this project, estimated to be $1,231,911, will be paid from the proceeds of a $1 million legacy gift from the fire insurance settlement fund of the former Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Holyoke. 

In addition, at the groundbreaking ceremony Father Aherne announced a $10,000 gift has been received from St. Theresa Parish in South Hadley. That parish community recently raised funds to renovate their church building and decided to designate a portion of their donations to help their inner-city neighbors at Immaculate Conception. St. Theresa Parish also donated a marble tabernacle stand and sanctuary lamp to Immaculate Conception.
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