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Diocese to hold Youth Rally at Elms College on Saturday

Springfield – The Office of Youth Ministry for the Diocese of Springfield is in the midst of its first-ever comprehensive Youth Mission Week, a nine day collaboration with parishes and Catholic schools in western Massachusetts to reach out to young people who often feel disconnected from their faith traditions.

One of the highlights of this effort will be a first ever, day-long middle school youth rally this Saturday, Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Elms College in Chicopee.

This event will feature Who Do You Say I Am, a six-piece contemporary band from Cleveland, Ohio.

The diocesan director of Youth Ministry, Don Boucher, said these are important events in the lives of young people, “A mission implies an intense effort to help people reflect on their relationship with God and their connection to the community of faith.”

Other events marking the Dec. 3 to 11 outreach will be 12 regional sessions for high school students.  The overall theme for both these sessions and the day-long rally will be the Eucharist and its importance in understanding one’s relationship with God.

Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, has asked Catholics to focus on the Eucharist this year, in preparation for the World Eucharistic Congress which will be held in Quebec, Canada in June 2008.  A delegation from western Massachusetts is scheduled to attend that event. 

