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For immediate release

Pastoral Planning “listening sessions” to begin

SPRINGFIELD – The Pastoral Planning Committee for the Diocese of Springfield has announced listening sessions will start across western Massachusetts beginning this month. These will be important opportunities for parish communities, meeting together regionally, to have input into plans to help the diocese re-configure its resources to meet the future needs of the Catholic population in the four western counties of Massachusetts.

Since the release of the Mullin Report in March, the diocesan planning committee has been reviewing those findings along with other data, meeting with priests throughout the diocese and preparing a strategy for these listening sessions.  Ten sessions will be held, corresponding to the regions presented in the Mullin Report.  Depending on the number of parishes in each region, every parish will be allowed to send a specific number of participants.  Parishes are encouraged to send delegations comprised of people representing a cross section of their community who are also active within the parish.  Interested individuals should contact their pastor.

All of the sessions will take place on Saturdays and are expected to last five hours.  So as to allow for honest and frank discussions and input, attendance will be limited to those designated by their parishes and members of the planning committee. 

Monsignor John J. Bonzagni, director of pastoral planning for the diocese stressed that this is an important step forward. “This is a critical part of the pastoral planning process. Until now, we have been focusing on data. This is the time for the committee to hear from our people about their thoughts and ideas concerning the reconfiguring of the resources of the diocese,” he commented.

The Pastoral Planning committee has targeted Easter 2008 to have the listening sessions completed, but that will depend on the availability of parishioners over the winter months and weather related factors.  The committee plans to provide recommendations to Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell on an ongoing basis as they work with each region and its parishes.  The overall goal of the pastoral planning process is to develop a plan which will ensure that parishes can function with 65 diocesan priests by 2010 and that all Catholics have equitable access to the Eucharist and sacraments.

