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UMASS Newman Center to be site of diaconate ordination on Saturday

SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will ordain Sean Todd O’Mannion as a transitional deacon this Saturday, Dec. 1 at 11 a.m. in the Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Chapel, at the Newman Center, 472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst.   

O’Mannion was born August 5, 1963 in Flushing, New York, one of two children to John and Aileen Manning. His father is now deceased and his mother lives in Northampton.  In the 1970s his family resided in Guadalajara, Mexico, before they moved to Santa Fe, California where he graduated from high school. He eventually went on to receive is undergraduate and Master’s degrees, both in French, from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst.  It was during this time that he converted to Catholicism receiving the sacraments of initiation at St. Mary’s Parish, Northampton in 1998.  

He worked as an associate editor at Merriam-Webster before entering the Jesuit Novitiate in 2001.  During his time with the Jesuits he ministered to addicts in prison and worked on the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota. 

In 2004 he was accepted as a seminarian in the Diocese of Springfield, and attended Blessed John XXIII National Seminary in Weston, Mass. He has served in pastoral assignments at St. Joseph, Pittsfield, St. Anne, Chicopee, and currently St. John the Baptist, Ludlow.

The order of deacon dates back to the earliest days of the Church. They are ordained to serve in three distinct areas, proclaiming the Gospel, assisting at the altar and by works of charity. The term “transitional” simply signifies that the individual is in formation for the priesthood.  

This past Oct. 4, two other diocesan seminarians were ordained as transitional deacons in a ceremony at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. At that time, Jonathon Reardon of North Adams and Mark Glover of Hampden, both currently students at the Pontifical North American College in Vatican City, were ordained by Cardinal John P. Foley. The diocese anticipates that they, along with Sean O’Mannion, will be ordained to the priesthood on June 28, 2008 at St. Michael’s Cathedral.  

