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Statement on SNAP Press Conference

SPRINGFIELD – “With regard to today’s press event held outside the diocesan offices by SNAP it is important to note that no allegations, including the ones discussed today, have ever been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Springfield.  Fr. Aaron Joseph Cote, though a native of western Massachusetts, was ordained as a Dominican Order priest, and not as a priest of our diocese.  He did serve for approximately 4 years in the diocese in the early 1990s. At no time then or afterwards were any allegations or complaints brought forward.  In late 2005 when press accounts detailed serious allegations elsewhere involving Cote, the parish in Westfield where he had served in the 1990s did run a notification in their parish bulletin of the allegations and encouraged any with concerns to come forward.  In addition, on Dec. 2, 2005 our diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Observer, ran an article on the allegations against Cote and mentioned his time here. Again no complaints came forward. We concur with SNAP’s goal to encourage victims of abuse to come forward and would likewise encourage SNAP to become better informed on the many steps which have been taken in this diocese – many demands they made today which we have already been doing.   Anyone with a concern or allegation can call our toll free number at 800-842-9055.” 
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