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James Longe to be ordained a Catholic priest on Saturday

First diocesan ordination since 2005

SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will ordain James W. Longe to the Catholic priesthood on Saturday, Nov. 3, at 11 a.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield. This will be the first priest ordination for the Diocese of Springfield since June 2005.

Longe was born on Aug. 14, 1974. One of six children, he is the son of Palmer resident Eleanor M. Longe and the late Gordon K. Longe, Jr. His home parish was St. Thomas the Apostle in Palmer, where he was an altar server.  He attended Palmer public schools and Holyoke Community College, where he earned an associate’s degree in criminal justice in 1996.  He went on to the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio where he earned his bachelor's degree in theology and philosophy in 1999. 

In January 2000 he entered St. Andrew Benedictine Abbey in Cleveland. During his time there he continued his graduate studies and taught at the abbey’s high school.  In 2005 he was accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of Springfield and enrolled at St. John’s Seminary in Brighton, Mass. In May of this year he received his master’s degree in divinity.

On Nov. 25, 2006 Bishop McDonnell ordained Longe as a transitional deacon, one of the final steps towards priestly ordination.  He has been serving in parish ministry locally at St. Patrick Parish, South Hadley for the last year as well as providing spiritual outreach to inmates at the Hampden County House of Correction in Ludlow.

At the conclusion of the ordination ceremonies on Saturday, Longe will receive his first assignment from Bishop McDonnell.

Currently there are more than 20 men in the diocesan priestly formation program, the highest number in many years.  In late June 2008 the diocese anticipates another ordination will take place for three men currently completing their studies: Jonathon Reardon, Mark Glover and Sean O’Mannion.

-30-

