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media advisory/ background info








Holy Week begins; Bishop McDonnell to celebrate Chrism Mass tonight





SPRINGFIELD – With the commemoration of Palm Sunday yesterday, Catholics have begun the most sacred days in the Christian calendar, Holy Week. One of the unique, colorful and lesser known events of the week will take place at 7 p.m. tonight at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield with the celebration of the Chrism Mass.





A near capacity congregation, representing parishes from throughout the four counties that comprise the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, is expected at the cathedral church for this liturgy tonight which will be celebrated by Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell.





Held only once during Holy Week in each Catholic diocese around the world – usually in the cathedral church of the local bishop - this celebration involves two important features, the blessing and consecration of the holy oils and chrism used in the sacramental life of the church as well as the renewal of priestly vows.





The bishop will bless the oil of catechumens, the oil of the sick, and consecrate the oil of chrism. We use the first for adult catechumens and infants, the second for anointing the sick, and the sacred oil of chrism for baptism, confirmation, the ordination of priests, and the consecration of altars. All three are made from olive oil noted for its purity as well as ties to the Holy Land. Members of the congregation tonight represent those who will receive these oils as part of their ministry and faith life.  The largest number attending tonight will be young people who will be confirmed this spring.





For the convenience of Berkshire County parishes, these blessed oils and consecrated chrism will be presented in a separate liturgy on Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, North Street, Pittsfield.





-30-











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


