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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





New Coordinator for Lay Ministry Office named





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has appointed Father Thomas Lisowski as the new coordinator for the diocesan Lay Ministry program.  





In this new capacity, Father Lisowski will assist the Diocesan Director of Lay Ministry, Father William Cyr in working collaboratively with diocesan agencies directly related to Lay Ministry including the Office of Religious Education, the Office of Pastoral Ministry, the Office of Worship, the Office of Youth Ministry. He will be tasked with reviewing and updating certification standards;  directing ongoing development and evaluation of diocesan efforts in training lay ministers; promoting the recruitment of lay ministry candidates; working with pastors regarding issues of collaborative ministry, shared responsibility, accountability, just working conditions and fair salaries; mentoring and supporting potential lay ministers in collaboration with each department; providing opportunities for spiritual enrichment for all involved in lay ministry; acting as liaison to the College of Our Lady of the Elms pertaining to training issues for lay ministry, especially in regard to those intending to serve in leadership positions. In addition he will help to publicize lay ministry programs to the wider community; plan celebrations upon completion of certification; and work with Janice Kissel, administrative assistant to the Lay Ministry Office on day-to-day operations.





The Lay Ministry program was started in 1995.  Since then thousands of local Catholics have received training for various parish ministries.  This has become especially important so as to allow priests to focus on the sacramental ministries of the Church.





Fr. Lisowski is a native of Westfield and was ordained by Bishop Joseph Maguire in May 1986.  He has most recently worked in the Office of Stewardship and Development as well as provided fill-in ministerial work for numerous local Catholic parishes as well as on the weekly televised Mass, “The Chalice of Salvation”.  Concurrently with this appointment he has also been named Parochial Vicar at St. Michael’s Cathedral.
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(Editor’s note – photo available upon request.)
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