August 20, 2007

My dear friends in Christ,


The news from Peru about the aftermath of the terrible earthquake that struck that country indicates the need for prayer for all those who have been killed, those who have been left homeless and those suffering the aftereffects.  

In addition to prayer, financial help is needed.  Catholic Relief Services in the United States is working with the Peruvian Bishops to provide assistance to the people who have suffered such great losses.  If you would like to assist, I ask you to make your gift to Peruvian Relief and put it in your parish’s collection basket. Please make checks payable to the Diocese of Springfield and note it for CRS/Peruvian Relief.  Monies collected will be forwarded by the diocese in their totality through Catholic Relief Services to Peru for relief efforts.

My thanks to you for all you do to help our brothers and sisters in need.  Please, in a special way, keep the people of Peru in your prayers and all those who have suffered such tragedies this past summer: the coal miners, people killed in the bridge collapse and so many other tragedies that seem to have cast a pall over the summer months.

Know you are always in my prayers.

With every best wish,






In Christ,






Most Reverend Timothy A. McDonnell






Bishop of Springfield

