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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 





Bishop announces one weekend Mass to continue at St. Ann for a few months





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell today(8/18) announced that he has arranged with the Stigmatine Order to continue offering one Sunday Mass at St. Ann Mission, West Springfield for the next few months while the diocesan pastoral planning process begins its listening sessions across western Massachusetts. The Bishop and Stigmatines have agreed to a single weekend liturgy with no other planned weekly services except for funerals. Stigmatine provincial, Father Gregory Hoppough joined Bishop McDonnell as con-celebrant for the liturgy.


.





During the 4 p.m. Mass, Bishop McDonnell announced to members of St. Ann Mission that the Stigmatine Order had agreed to allow Father Paul Burns, a Stigmatine priest stationed at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Springfield, to offer these liturgies. Fr. Burns has been filling in since the unexpected death this past March of Fr. Joseph Massaro, longtime rector of St. Ann. 





During his homily the Bishop stressed that he did not want to raise false hopes in allowing for a single weekend Mass over the next few months, however he though the proposal – brought to him by St. Ann representatives- merited consideration in light of the upcoming pastoral planning discussions.  





He also again stressed that the goal of pastoral planning remains, “to provide fair and equitable access to the Eucharist across the diocese.”  He reiterated that this may mean cities in the diocese with multiple parishes will see some reductions and consolidations so that outlying, rural areas can continue to be ministered to by diocesan priests. 





In June, Bishop was informed by the Stigmatines that due to their own personnel shortage they would no longer be able to maintain their 84 year presence at this mission community. Bishop, in turn, notified the St. Ann community of the Stigmatines’ decision. Since that time Bishop McDonnell and other diocesan officials have met with members of the St. Ann community to discuss this situation.  





In the coming months the Diocesan Pastoral Planning committee will begin “listening sessions” and a more thorough review of the needs for the Catholic community throughout the Diocese of Springfield.





St. Ann Mission was begun in 1924 to serve the needs of a large Italian speaking community which had settled in West Springfield at that time.  It was established as a mission to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Springfield, also staffed by members of the Stigmatine community. 
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