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Press Advisory





Ceremonies to mark closing of St. Catherine of Alexandria this weekend 


Springfield – Bishop Timothy A., McDonnell, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, will celebrate the final Mass at St. Catherine of Alexandria in Leeds this Sunday, Feb. 4 at 10:15am.  Both St. Catherine and nearby St. Mary of the Assumption, Haydenville will be brought together to form a new parish to be named Our Lady of the Hills. This new parish will replace both current parishes and will worship in the St. Mary of the Assumption Church as one community beginning next week. The Rev. Dariusz P. Wudarski will be the pastor of the new community.


Since 2002 these parishes have been yoked, remaining separate but sharing a single pastor.  In the intervening years discussions have taken place leading to the decision to create a new parish entity. This will become the newest parish in the Diocese of Springfield, which comprises of the four western counties in the Commonwealth.


Following the liturgy this Sunday, there will be a press conference to answer any questions regarding this event.  Diocesan spokesperson Mark E. Dupont will be available on-site to assist any media present for the liturgy.
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