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Diocese releases CED Parish study





Springfield – A comprehensive study of Catholic parishes in western Massachusetts, conducted by the Center for Economic Development (CED) at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst has been released on the diocesan website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.diospringfield.org" ��www.diospringfield.org�.





In 2004, the Diocese of Springfield instituted a comprehensive planning process with the goal of determining how it can best serve the parishioners of western Massachusetts in the coming decades. The need to undertake this planning initiative was based on important trends that will have a significant impact on both the diocese and its parishes. These trends include the shifting of populations within western Massachusetts, an anticipated decline in the number of priests available to serve parishes, and financial considerations. The main objective of the study conducted by CED was to provide an objective set of recommendations that would serve to inform discussions concerning the future configuration of parishes within the diocese. They were asked to review this information and project how these parishes might be configured in light of the current projection of 65 active ordained priests in the year 2010.  Currently there are 97 active diocesan priests. The result is a series of recommendations, encompassing proposed changes throughout the diocese.





“This is far from the final plan,” commented Msgr. John J. Bonzagni diocesan director of the Office of Pastoral Planning.  “It does, however, give us a valuable first step in what will be a diocesan-wide dialogue which will lead to a plan hopefully everyone can accept and that Bishop (Timothy) McDonnell will eventually approve.”





The criteria for this analysis included, Population/Priest Ratio, Community Presence/Geographical Status, Baptisms/ Funerals Ratio, Weekly Offertory Trend, Parishioner Attendance, and Total Outstanding Debt. (complete descriptions attached)





Msgr. Bonzagni has already convened a Pastoral Planning committee (see attached) which will now guide the process forward using the information contained in the Parish Study.  This committee has been carefully selected with members from across western Massachusetts and representing key parts of the diocesan community as well as academic interests. They hope to conduct regional meetings and then have a final recommendation for the Bishop’s approval. In addition, an on-line interactive forum to discuss this report and the future of the Diocese of Springfield can also be accessed at the diocesan website.





On the occasion of the release of this study, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell commented on the importance of this process in a letter to the people of the Diocese of Springfield. “The study is being released throughout the diocese so that everyone may have access to it and so a dialogue can ensue to provide those overlays, that nuancing,” the letter stated. “This is the end of a giant first step; now we begin a much more intense process in which the study is examined and critiqued on the vicariate, the deanery and the parish level. We want your input; we need your input.”





The Bishop’s letter, along with a review of pastoral planning efforts in western Massachusetts and a review of the CED study, will be made available to all parishioners in the diocese through a special 16-page supplement to the diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Observer being distributed in all Catholic parishes this weekend.  In addition, the Catholic Communications’ weekly television newsmagazine, “Real to Reel” will highlight this report and how the process will now proceed.  “Real to Reel” can be seen on local NBC affiliate, WWLP 22News, Saturday evening at 7 p.m. and an interactive on-line forum for discussions on the Pastoral Planning process will be available at www.diospringfield.org.
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