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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 








Diocese introduces new on-line forum for discussion of pastoral planning issues





Springfield –The Office of Pastoral Planning is initiating a new on-line interactive forum for discussions and comments on the recently released parish analysis report and the entire Pastoral Planning process. This forum’s introduction coincides with the release of the comprehensive study of Catholic parishes in western Massachusetts, conducted by the Center for Economic Development (CED) at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst.





“Undoubtedly people will have questions as they begin to read the CED report,” commented diocesan director of public affairs, Mark E. Dupont. “This is a first available venue to begin the discussion which Bishop (Timothy) McDonnell has promised.”





Individuals will be required to register to fully participate and post comments.  The site will be moderated by Msgr. John J. Bonzagni, the director of the Office of Pastoral Planning and other members of the Pastoral Planning Committee.





The forum is part of a new series of forums covering many key ministries and efforts in the diocese and can be accessed through the diocesan home page � HYPERLINK "http://www.diospringfield.org" ��www.diospringfield.org�. Other topics include religious education, youth ministry and parish ministries. Each will have designated forum moderators from the respective ministries.





In addition, the diocese is making available to all parishioners a special 16-page supplement to the diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Observer, to be distributed in all Catholic parishes this weekend.  The Catholic Communications’ weekly television newsmagazine, “Real to Reel” will also highlight this report and how the process will now proceed.  “Real to Reel” can be seen on local NBC affiliate, WWLP 22News, Saturday evening at 7 p.m. and an interactive online forum for discussions on the pastoral planning process will be available at www.diospringfield.org.
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 (note… forum will be “turned on by late afternoon Friday 3/2)
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