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Bishop to visit and celebrate renovated and revitalized Cathedral HS

September 7, 2007 

SPRINGFIELD- Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell and Sr. M. Andrea Ciszewski, FSSJ, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools, will tour the newly renovated gymnasium at Cathedral High School following the Mass of the Holy Spirit, which traditionally marks the beginning of the school year on Monday, Sept. 10.

Bishop McDonnell will offer the 9 a.m. Mass for the entire student body and facility of the school, as well as for the alumni, living and dead.  Following the Mass Bishop McDonnell and Sr. Andrea, along with Cathedral High School principal, John Miller will speak with members of the media in the lobby of the gymnasium, followed by a tour of the construction areas and the newly renovated gym.

When reflecting on the work performed at Cathedral this year, paid for in large measure by the Diocese of Springfield and the insurance settlement from a fire in the gym last December, Bishop McDonnell commented, “Like a phoenix, Cathedral High School has risen from the ashes of last year’s fire… renewed, renovated and revitalized. This school shows itself as one of the premier academic institutions in western Massachusetts, providing a fully rounded Catholic experience of sound mind and sound body through its academics, athletics, extracurricular and service oriented activities.  As it has always been throughout its treasured history, Cathedral High School remains an integral part of Catholic education in the Diocese of Springfield.”

Cathedral High School was established in 1883 by Bishop Patrick T. O’Reilly to serve a burgeoning Catholic population in Western Massachusetts. In 1959 Bishop Christopher Weldon dedicated the “new school” on Surrey Road in East Forest Park as a permanent home for the school. More than 35,000 students have graduated from Cathedral, and today graduates of Cathedral are leaders in nearly every walk of life in Springfield, in Massachusetts, and across the nation. The coeducational, college-preparatory program provides students with a solid secondary school education preparing them for admission and success at some of the nations most prestigious colleges and universities, all under the guidance of Gospel values of faith, justice, service and love.
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Schedule for September 10, 2007

Mass of the Holy Spirit             Cathedral Auditorium                            9:00 AM

Press Briefing                           Gymnasium Lobby                                10:15 AM

Tour of Facility                                                                         10:30 AM

Parking for members of the media – on circle in front of the gymnasium.

