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St. Thomas More Society of Catholic legal professionals to celebrate annual “Red Mass”

Retired judge, two former mayors, DA William Bennett and Mass. National Guard Major to be honored

SPRINGFIELD– The St. Thomas More Society of Catholic legal professionals will celebrate its annual Red Mass on Sunday Sept. 23, at 4 p.m. at the St. Michael’s Cathedral, 260 State St., Springfield. A dinner at the Springfield Marriott immediately following will recognize the society’s 2007 Distinguished Honorees. 

            This year’s honorees include retired District Court Judge George N. Beauregard; Hampden County District Attorney William M. Bennett; former Springfield mayor, Attorney Theodore E. Dimauro; former Chicopee mayor; Attorney Richard J. Kos; and Major Margaret E. Oglesby, assistant chief probation officer in Springfield District Court. (complete bios follow)

            Northampton District Court Judge W. Michael Ryan will be the guest speaker at the dinner. In addition to a distinguished law career, Judge Ryan is also an avid writer and sought after speaker.  He has written four plays as well as authored numerous articles and two books.  Most of his writings feature historic events.

            The Red Mass is a longstanding tradition in the Catholic Church, invoking the blessing and guidance of the Holy Spirit upon the courts. It dates back to the 13th century when it officially opened the term of the court for most European countries. This tradition was introduced in the United States in 1928 in the Church of St. Andrew, located in New York City. It was presided over by Cardinal Patrick Hayes, who strongly encouraged and supported the involvement of the legal community in spreading the Word of God.

 

Dinner tickets ($45 per person) can be obtained by calling Atty. William Kern at 734-3119.
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 The St. Thomas More Society is recognizing the following as its distinguished honorees for 2007: 

Retired District Court Judge George N. Beauregard is a resident of Holyoke, where he and his wife, Doris, attend Holy Cross Parish. A graduate of Boston University School of Law, he began his local law practice in 1953 which he remained a partner until 2005.  In 1958 he was appointed a special justice to Holyoke District Court and throughout his judicial tenure he sat in all western Massachusetts courts as well as in Framingham and Worcester, Mass. He retired from the bench in 1979 but did serve as a master in superior and probate court cases periodically.  He has also served as chairman of the Holyoke United Way and Holyoke Chapter of the American Red Cross.  He is also former president of the Beaver Club, the Holyoke Boys Club and Holyoke Children Services. The Beauregards have three children and seven grandchildren.

Attorney William M. Bennett has served as district attorney for Hampden County since 1990. He and his wife, Mary, are residents of Longmeadow and attend St. Mary Parish, Longmeadow. A 1974 graduate of Suffolk University Law School, he first worked as a defense attorney for the Massachusetts Public Defenders.  He then entered into private practice and was recognized in the 1989 publication Best Lawyers in America.  In 1990 he was elected to his first term as district attorney for Hampden County, serving as chief law enforcement officer for the 23 cities and towns which make up the county.  He oversees a staff of 140 and has been influential in numerous community efforts including Project Remove, which seeks to keep guns out of the hands of youngsters. He was also a founder of the Massachusetts Prosecutors Conference. The Bennetts have two sons.

Attorney Theodore E. Dimauro is a resident of Longmeadow, he and his wife, Ann, attend Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Springfield.  A 1958 graduate of Boston College School of Law, he went on for additional legal studies to New York University.  He has practiced law on both the state and federal levels.  He is best known for his years of public service, serving in the past as a member of the Springfield school and city councils, as a member of the Governor’s Council from 1976-1978 and then was elected mayor of Springfield in 1978 where he served until 1984.  The Dimauros have two children.

Attorney Richard J. Kos   is a lifelong resident of Chicopee and parishioner at St. Stanislaus Basilica.  A graduate of Suffolk University Law School, he currently serves as a lawyer with the firm of Egan, Flanagan and Cohen, through which he serves as counsel to the Town of Greenfield. From July 1997 until January 2004 he served as mayor of Chicopee.  He currently serves on the boards at the College of Our Lady of the Elms, Providence Place, Hampden Bank, the Chicopee Chamber of Commerce and the Regional Retirement Board. He and his wife, Dr. Teresa Kos, have two children.

Margaret Oglesby is assistant chief probation officer with the Springfield District Court Probation Department, where she has been employed for 18 years.  A resident of Springfield she is married to Frank Oglesby Jr. In addition to her duties at the court, she has also distinguished herself as a major in the Massachusetts National Guard.  In 2003 she commanded 154 soldiers who were deployed to Afghanistan, conducting round-the-clock operations in a high threat area.  She and her troops were responsible for the entire security and base defense of the Kabul Military Training Center.  In addition, her military police company was responsible for training the first Afghan Military Police Company. As a result of her exceptional leadership, performance and dedication she was awarded the Bronze Star. Closer to home, she has served as a facilitator of the New Walk of Life program, assisting women with drug additions who have found themselves caught in lives of prostitution.  The program helps with relapse prevention, as well as encourages self esteem. The Oglesbys have three children and are members of the More Than Conquerors Ministry.  Major Oglesby is being presented with the ecumenical award from the St. Thomas More Society.

