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Bishop McDonnell announces 2008 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell today announced the theme, goal and honorary chair couple of the 2008 Annual Catholic Appeal at the site of the future Holyoke Catholic High School on Springfield Street in Chicopee. Catholic education is one of the many areas that receive funding from the Annual Catholic Appeal. 

When this high school opens later this year, it will create a unique pre-K through graduate studies, Catholic education corridor. Bishop was joined today by students from Holyoke Catholic High School and Chicopee parochial schools.

Bishop McDonnell announced the 2008 Appeal goal will be $2.9 million. Last year the Appeal had its most successful campaign in nearly a decade with $2,932,756 collected, exceeding the 2006 drive by $10,000.  “Sharing God’s gifts with those in need” is the theme for this year’s Appeal which Bishop McDonnell commented is very appropriate given the mission of the Catholic Church.

“While it is a simple theme, it says much about what we do as Church, and who we are as disciples of Jesus Christ,” the bishop wrote in a recent letter to the people of the Diocese of Springfield. “The Appeal provides us with an opportunity to share our faith, and the many gifts which God has bestowed upon us with our brothers and sisters in need.  Without your support, many critical services would not be possible.  It is because of your generosity that the Diocese has been able to assist elderly persons in need, families in crisis, people who are homeless, youth and young adults, our parishes and our Catholic schools.”

Bishop McDonnell introduced Paul and Josephine Sears from Springfield who will act as the honorary chair couple for the 2008 campaign.  The Sears operate a local real estate company in the greater Springfield area. As longtime members of Holy Name Parish in Springfield, they have been involved throughout the years as not just supporters but also parish volunteer workers for the Annual Catholic Appeal.

“There are so many programs that are affected by it (Annual Catholic Appeal); from the Catholic schools to the hospitals and the various missions that the parishes are involved in. And certainly the need doesn’t get any smaller,” said Paul Sears. “So, it’s important for people to do what they can to try to keep the Appeal functioning and producing enough results so that we can cover all the missions that the church has lined up.”

A sentiment echoed by his wife, Josephine, “I just like the fact that we help so many interests,” she commented.

In the coming days nearly 87,000 Catholic households will be asked by the Bishop to support this important annual campaign.  The 2008 campaign will officially kick-off on Sunday, April 27 with a televised Mass from St. Michael’s Cathedral. Pledges and one-time gifts can be made either through local Catholic parishes or on-line at www.diospringfield.org.

2008 marks the 49th year of the Annual Catholic Appeal, which began as the Catholic Charities Drive. Since its inception, it has raised more than $93 million for numerous schools, agencies and ministries in the four western counties of Massachusetts that comprise the Diocese of Springfield.
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