Symposium of St. Paul next Tuesday, April 8

Unique collaboration of various Christian denominations

Significant turnout of clergy, religious and laity expected

Springfield –The Ecumenical Center for Pauline Studies, an initiative of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in collaboration with The Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts, The New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, St. George’s Orthodox Cathedral, Springfield and The Massachusetts Bible Society, will host its inaugural event, a day long symposium titled “Living Christ in a Pluralistic World” at St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Springfield next Tuesday, April 8th. The symposium begins at 8.30 am and concludes at 4 pm. 

Pope Benedict XVI has designated a “Pauline Year” to commemorate the second millennium of the birth of St. Paul, whose writings are critical for understanding for all Christian traditions. This effort has been joined by the leaders of other major Christian denominations. 

The featured speakers at the April 8th symposium will include the Reverend Professor Karl P. Donfried an ordained Lutheran minister and professor-emeritus from Smith College. Rev. Donfried is an internationally recognized New Testament scholar.  Jesuit Priest and Professor Thomas Stegman, S.J. who is currently associate professor of New Testament studies at Weston Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge. And Episcopal Rector, the Reverend Paul F. M. Zahl from Chevy Chase, Maryland.  Rev. Zahl is rector of All Saints Episcopal Church in Chevy Chase and has authored a number of books.  

In the spirit of St. Paul’s call for “an offering for the poor in Jerusalem” an offering will be collected for the Christians in Iraq and distributed by the International Orthodox Christian Charities www.iocc.org.  

The Pauline Year, will formally begin June 28, 2008, and end on June 29, 2009. Other events will be held throughout this designated year

