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Diocese resolves 59 abuse claims through voluntary arbitration

SPRINGFIELD – The Diocese of Springfield has announced through its official publication The Catholic Observer (11/28/08 edition) and its on-line companion www.iobserve.org that it has reached agreements with 59 men and women who came forward to speak of their past abuse by clergy and religious. Each had been invited to participate in a voluntary arbitration process.

The claims of abuse date back to 1948. In addition to these financial settlements, all victims remain eligible to receive continuing counseling and assistance programs through the diocese. 

In total, $4.5 million was awarded on Nov. 20. This was paid entirely through a fund set up by diocesan insurance carriers under an agreement reached with the diocese in late June.

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell said that it was out of a sense of moral responsibility that the diocese reached out to those suffering the aftereffects of clergy sexual abuse. 

“It's a terrible thing for anyone to suffer sexual abuse, but even more so for a child,” he said. “The aftereffects impact the person's whole life. My prayer is that a small step toward healing takes place through these settlements. I apologize to all who have been hurt.”

More details are available on-line at www.iobserve.org.

