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Bishop names new vicar for administration

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has appointed Msgr. Christopher D. Connelly as vicar for administration. His appointment was effective Feb. 6.  

In this new position, Msgr. Connelly will work with the Vicar General Msgr. Richard Sniezyk in his role as moderator of the curia to coordinate administrative responsibilities and to help all members of the curia fulfill their duties.  He will also work with the Office of Pastoral Planning in the process of parochial reconfiguration.

In making this appointment Bishop McDonnell told Msgr. Connelly, “I am profoundly grateful for your priestly service and pastoral ministry in my office. I know as you undertake these new and more extensive responsibilities as vicar for administration that the same compassion and concern you have always manifested will be shown to God’s people.”

Msgr. Connelly is 41 years old and a native of Springfield and Sacred Heart Parish. He is the son of Robert and Carolyn (O’Connor) Connelly of Springfield and has one brother, Daniel. 

A graduate of Cathedral High School, he earned his bachelor of arts degree in political science from Providence College.  He went on to study at St. John Seminary in Brighton, Mass., where he graduated with his master’s degree in divinity.  He was ordained June 5, 1993 by the late Springfield Bishop John A. Marshall. 

He was named honorary papal chaplain in December 2006 with the title of monsignor.  In 2007 he earned a canon law degree from the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. Until his recent appointment, Msgr. Connelly had served as vice-chancellor for the Diocese of Springfield and ecclesiastical secretary to the Bishop.  He will remain a member of the Presbyteral Council, Clergy Commission and Vocations Advisory Board.  He is also presently coordinating the diocesan delegation to the Papal Mass at Yankee Stadium on April 20.

In accepting his new appointment, Msgr. Connelly thanked Bishop McDonnell for the confidence he was placing in him.  “I am pleased to be able to assist Bishop McDonnell in this new responsibility.  I look forward to working under the direction of Msgr. Sniezyk and in collaboration with the capable diocesan staff whose dedication to the people of God in our diocese is so very evident.”

