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Catholic schools celebration set for last week of January

SPRINGFIELD - Catholic Schools Week, the annual celebration of Catholic schools and their contribution to their communities and the nation, is set for Jan. 27 through Feb. 2, 2008. For more than three decades, the nation’s Catholic schools have spent the last week of January recalling what makes Catholic education special. 

The 2008 theme is “Catholic Schools Light the Way,” which highlights the mission of Catholic schools to provide a faith-based education that supports the whole child academically and spiritually and prepares students for future success.

“Drawing students from diverse backgrounds, discerning families choose Catholic schools for our values-based curriculum and environments that support the parents’ responsibility of educating their children in mind, body and spirit,” commented Diocesan Schools Superintendent, Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph Andrea Ciszewski. “Our academic programs enlighten through faith and knowledge - and clearly distinguish our schools from other institutions of learning.”

Across the country and here in western Massachusetts, schools will observe the week with special Masses, community service projects, academic and artistic showcases, and athletic and family events. Many schools will hold open houses so that community members can learn more about the value of Catholic education.  In addition the Diocesan Schools Office has produced an eight-page color flyer promoting the mission of Catholic education. This pamphlet will be distributed through The Catholic Observer as well as in some local secular newspapers. 

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell said he believes our region’s Catholic schools are a hidden treasure. “The Catholic Schools of western Massachusetts are among the region’s best-kept secrets,” he recently wrote.  “Not enough people are aware of the quality education in academics and in Catholic values that are provided on both the elementary and secondary levels.  Open to all, our Catholic schools stress our religious identity, but at the same time provide learning for living in the 21st century.”

Nearly 2.4 million students attend the nation’s 7,800 elementary, middle and secondary Catholic schools. Regionally, more than 6,000 students attend the 21 elementary and secondary schools located in western Massachusetts.

“With their emphasis on academic excellence and moral values, Catholic schools enjoy high satisfaction among students and parents and high achievement rates, including high school graduation rates of more than 99 percent,” said Marie Powell, executive director of Catholic Education at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. “This is a message we want to share with our nation’s leaders.”

Catholic Schools Week is a joint project of the National Catholic Educational Association, the world’s largest private, professional education association, and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

