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MAKE US A CHANNEL OF GOD’S PEACE

On Wednesday, August 6, 2008, the sixty-third anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, the Western Massachusetts chapter of Pax Christi USA, the Springfield diocese chapter of JustFaith, and St. Michael’s Cathedral parish will co-sponsor a series of events in the Bishop Marshall Center at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield to help strengthen the American Church’s stand against war and in favor of nonviolent conflict resolution.

A Mass for peace will be celebrated at 12:10 PM in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit.  The Chapel will stay open until 4:30 PM for silent prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Literature on peace and justice topics will be available for others who may wish to join reading and discussion circles in the social hall of the Center during this time.

An Austrian film called The Refusal will be shown between 3:00 and 4:30 PM.  Made in German (with English subtitles) for Austrian television in the 1970’s, The Refusal tells the story of Franz Jaegerstetter, an Austrian farmer who was beheaded on August 9, 1943 for refusing to serve in Hitler’s army.  The film was based on the 1964 biography of Jaegerstetter In Solitary Witness, written by Pax Christi USA co-founder Gordon Zahn, himself an American conscientious objector in World War II.  Jaegerstetter was beatified in Rome last October, and Zahn died at age 89 last December.

An interfaith prayer service will be held in the Chapel at 5:00 PM, and a potluck supper in the social hall will conclude the day’s events.  The public is cordially invited to attend and participate throughout the day.

Pax Christi is the national Catholic peace movement, with 14,000 members, including over 100 bishops.  The movement, headquartered in Erie, PA, publishes peace education literature and develops ministry programs that promote justice to create a more peaceful, just, and sustainable world.  Pax Christi USA is a section of Pax Christi International, which is active in more than thirty countries.  

JustFaith creates and supports faith formation processes and resources that emphasize the Gospel message of peace and justice, Church social teaching, and the intersection of spirituality and action at the parish level.      
