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Msgr. Christopher D. Connelly to be appointed vicar general for diocese and rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has named Msgr. Christopher D. Connelly, currently vicar for administration for the Diocese of Springfield, as a vicar general for the diocese and as rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral Parish in Springfield.





Msgr. Connelly will also serve as administrator of Holy Family Parish in Springfield. He will be the 21st rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral Parish. Msgr. Connelly will be succeeding Msgr. Richard S. Sniezyk.





Msgr. Sniezyk currently serves as a vicar general of the diocese, as rector of St. Michael’s Cathedral Parish and as administrator for Holy Family Parish. The changes will become effective with Msgr. Sniezyk’s retirement July 1.





Msgr. Sniezyk has served in the diocese since his ordination 46 years ago. He is a native of Immaculate Conception Parish in the Indian Orchard section of Springfield. He was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Springfield in 1962.





“The prayers of the whole diocese are with Msgr. Sniezyk as we thank him for all his unstinting service here in western Massachusetts,” said Bishop McDonnell, in a written statement.





Msgr. Connelly is a native of Springfield’s Sacred Heart Parish and was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Springfield in 1993. Until recently, he served as ecclesiastical secretary to Bishop McDonnell.
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