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2008 Annual Catholic Appeal more than halfway to goal

Springfield – The 2008 Annual Catholic Appeal has passed the halfway point to its $2.9 million goal.  As of May 21, the total stands at $1,610,486.72 from 15,051 donors.   The average gift is a little more than $107.50.

“This is always the critical junction in any diocesan campaign,” commented Ken Hokenson, Secretary for Institutional Advancement for the Diocese of Springfield. “If are to make and surpass our goal, we need everyone to take part in this campaign, it takes gifts of all sizes to make this a successful endeavor.”

“Sharing God’s gifts with those in need” is the theme for this year’s Appeal which Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell commented is very appropriate given the mission of the Catholic Church.

“While it is a simple theme, it says much about what we do as Church, and who we are as disciples of Jesus Christ,” the bishop wrote to the people of the Diocese of Springfield. “The Appeal provides us with an opportunity to share our faith, and the many gifts which God has bestowed upon us with our brothers and sisters in need.  Without your support, many critical services would not be possible.  It is because of your generosity that the Diocese has been able to assist elderly persons in need, families in crisis, people who are homeless, youth and young adults, our parishes and our Catholic schools.”

2008 marks the 49th year of the Annual Catholic Appeal, which began as the Catholic Charities Drive. Since its inception, it has raised more than $93 million for numerous schools, agencies and ministries in the four western counties of Massachusetts that comprise the Diocese of Springfield.

-30-

