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Bishop McDonnell to bless and dedicate Holyoke homes

Despite tough economic times in the mortgage market, two first-time buyers becoming home owners

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will bless two homes which the Diocese of Springfield built in collaboration with local trade unions and vendors.  This event will take place, Saturday, Oct. 4 at 2 p.m. in front of 121 Jackson St., Holyoke. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, through its nonprofit entity Springfield Diocesan Housing Inc., put forward funding, while the Carpenters Union Local 108, along with the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 7 and the United Association of Plumbers Local 104, provided labor through their apprenticeship programs.  Local Catholic parishes provided volunteers to paint the homes.  The land was made available by the Holyoke Housing Authority.  In addition, Alfred J. Casella Architects and O’Reilly, Talbot & Okun Environmental Engineers also offered pro-bono services.  The sale of the homes was handled through the diocesan Catholic Charities Agency.

Both homes are approximately 1,600 square feet, three bedroom houses which are valued at $156,000, although they sold for only $131,000 because of donated labor and services along with additional underwriting from Springfield Diocesan Housing Inc.

This collaboration was designed to provide low- to middle-income families with the opportunity for home ownership. 

