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Bishop McDonnell to dedicate and bless new Holyoke Catholic HS 

Open houses and tours to be held next week

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will formally dedicate and bless the new $ 11.2 million Holyoke Catholic High School at 134 Springfield St. in Chicopee on Monday morning, Sept. 8.   The event will begin with the traditional school year opening Mass at neighboring Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church beginning at 9:30 a.m. In attendance for that liturgy will be the entire student body, faculty, staff, trustees, diocesan and city officials, along with area priests, deacons and other invited guests.  

Following the Mass, at approximately 10:30 a.m., the bishop will proceed to the lobby of the new high school for the dedication and blessing ceremony.  There he will be joined by Chicopee Mayor Michael Bissonette; Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph M. Andrea Ciszewski, diocesan superintendent of schools; and Frank Friguglietti, Holyoke Catholic HS Board of Trustees chairperson. 

Following these festivities, tours will be given to the invited guests. Additional open houses for are planned for:

Monday, Sept. 8 – 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 – 7:00 to 8:45 a.m. (for neighbors, Elms staff and Chicopee business leaders)
Tuesday, Sept. 9 – 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 – 4 to 6 p.m.

The new school opened for classes on Aug. 28, less than a year after groundbreaking at the new site, with an enrollment of 299 students, up slightly from the previous academic year.

Architect John Harriss of Minneapolis oversaw the design, refurbishment and construction of the new facility.  The new high school consists of 24,880 square feet of refurbished space in the former Assumption B.V.M. School along with a new 32,669-square-foot three-story addition.  The general contractor for this project was Aquadro and Cerruti of Northampton. 

