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Media advisory





Bishop to dedicate and bless new Immaculate Conception Church


 


SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will bless the new Immaculate Conception Church, 54 North Summer St., in Holyoke on Saturday, Sept. 20 during a 


trilingual 4 p.m. liturgy.


Just nine months ago, on Dec. 29, ground was broken on the new $1.2 million church building in the Flats section of Holyoke. Founded in 1905, this parish was created to minister to the French-Canadian population that had relocated to the city. From 1929 until 2004 the parish worshiped in a faux Gothic church, which had to be closed due to structural defects which exceeded the parish’s financial means to repair.  In 2006 the original structure came down to make room for the new church building designed by Tessier and Associates. The general contractor for this project was Aquadro and Cerruti of Northampton. 


Included in the new church will be the unique Holyoke stained glass which depicts the city’s landscape and industrial past.  Many other items from the former church building, including pews, statues and other stained glass, have been incorporated into the new Immaculate Conception Church.


The cost of construction was provided through a $1 million legacy gift from the former Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish insurance settlement fund, a $10,000 gift from St. Theresa Parish, South Hadley, and a parish fund.


Following the dedication Mass, the parish will hold a reception under tents adjacent to the new church.
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