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St. Thomas More Society
Diocese of Springfield

St. Michael’s Cathedral
260 State Street

Springfield, MA   01103
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The St. Thomas More Society is recognizing the following as its distinguished honorees for 2008: 
Retired Probate Court Judge Sean M. Dunphy is a resident of Northampton where he served as mayor starting in 1969 – the youngest person elected to that position.  A graduate of Northampton public schools, he attended Fairfield University and Boston University School of Law. He was named to the bench in 1978. From 1997 until his retirement in 2007 he was Chief Justice of the Probate and Family Court Department of the Massachusetts Trial Court, overseeing courts in 14 districts and 51 judges across the state. From 1975 to 1978 he served as chairman of the Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board.  He has also volunteered for many Hampshire county charitable organizations including the United Way, the Northampton Chamber of Commerce, and the Hampshire County YMCA as well as served as a trustee of the Clarke School for the Deaf and volunteered at Blessed Sacrament Parish, Northampton.
Attorney William F. Kern a resident of Springfield and has practiced law for more than 36 years. A graduate of St. Michael’s College, Vermont he went on to study law at the Western New England College Law School.  A partner in the firm of Fratar, Kern & Kelly he has specialized in real estate title and conveyancing law as well as probate law.  He has served as an adjunct faculty member at the College of Our Lady of the Elms.  Atty. Kern was one of the founding members of the diocesan St. Thomas More Society.  He also currently works for the Tribunal of the Diocese of Springfield and is in the formation program for permanent deacons. He is a member of Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield.
Margaret E. Palmeri is a resident of Shelburne Falls and comes from a family with roots in the legal system - her father, Donald Grogan, served for many years as police chief in Greenfield.  A graduate of Greenfield Community College, she began her career at the Greenfield Court in 1979.  She was appointed First Assistant Clerk-Magistrate in 1987 and Clerk-Magistrate in 2002. In 2007 she donated a kidney to a co-worker assigned to the Orange District Court Clerk’s office. Earlier this year she was honored by the Massachusetts Judges’ Conference.  She attends Holy Trinity Parish, Greenfield.
Judge John M. Payne, Jr.  is a resident of Springfield.  A graduate of American International College he went on to attend Western New England College School of Law.  Since beginning his legal career he has served with a number of local law firms as well as city slitter for the City of Springfield and with the Hampden County District Attorney’s Office. He has taught at both American International College and Western New England College.  In 2001 he was appointed to the bench and served for six years as Associate Justice in Chicopee District Court. In 2007 he was appointed Presiding Judge of the eastern Hampshire District Court. Judge Payne is a member of Sacred Heart Parish, Springfield.
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St. Thomas More Society of Catholic legal professionals to celebrate annual “Red Mass”





SPRINGFIELD– The St. Thomas More Society of Catholic legal professionals will celebrate its annual Red Mass on Sunday Oct. 5, at 4 p.m. at the St. Michael’s Cathedral, 260 State St., Springfield. A dinner at the Delaney House Restaurant in Holyoke will follow the liturgy. Sister of St. Joseph Jane Morrissey will be the dinner’s featured speaker.





	This year’s honorees include former Northampton mayor and retired Probate Court Judge Sean M. Dunphy; Springfield Attorney William F. Kern; Greenfield District Court Clerk Margaret E. Palmeri; and Eastern Hampshire District Court Presiding Judge John M. Payne, Jr. (Bios attached)





	


	The Red Mass is a longstanding tradition in the Catholic Church, invoking the blessing and guidance of the Holy Spirit upon the courts. It dates back to the 13th century when it officially opened the term of the court for most European countries. This tradition was introduced in the United States in 1928 in the Church of St. Andrew, located in New York City. It was presided over by Cardinal Patrick Hayes, who strongly encouraged and supported the involvement of the legal community in spreading the Word of God.


 


	Dinner tickets ($50 per person) can be obtained by calling Judy or Christina at 734-3119.
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