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media advisory
Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell to kick-off 2009 Annual Catholic Appeal
 

SPRINGFIELD, MA – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will formally launch the 2009 Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) at a press conference this Thursday, Feb.  5, 10:30 a.m. at The Gray House on 22 Sheldon St. in Springfield (413-734-6696).  This is one of many ACA-funded agencies and programs and it was chosen to highlight the partnership between the ACA and many local groups that are helping the less fortunate, especially during these difficult economic times.
 

2009 marks the 50th anniversary of this annual drive, which was started by the late Bishop Christopher J. Weldon as the Catholic Charities Drive.  Today the ACA helps to fund more than 30 local social service agencies and vital outreach ministries of the Catholic Church in western Massachusetts.  The theme this year is “A Legacy of Sharing; 50 Years of Neighbor Helping Neighbor.”

Since its inception, it has raised more than $95 million for numerous schools, agencies and ministries in the four western counties of Massachusetts that comprise the Diocese of Springfield.

