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For Immediate Release

Mary Reap, IHM, Ph.D. 

Named 10th President of Elms College

CHICOPEE, MA—The board of trustees of Elms College announced today that they have unanimously selected Mary Reap, IHM, Ph.D., to serve as the 10th president of the college, effective July 1. Sr. Mary Reap succeeds James H. Mullen Jr., Ed.D., who became president of Allegheny College in July 2008. Walter C. Breau, Ph.D., has served as interim president of Elms College since July.

“We are pleased to bring someone with Sr. Mary’s depth of experience to the Elms at this point in our history,” said Linda K. C. Mansfield, a 1977 alumna and chair of the Elms College board of trustees. “The search committee sought a campus and community leader with expertise in strategic planning, fund raising, and financial management who could embrace the specialness of the college’s mission. Sr. Mary brings all these qualities to us.”

“For more than 80 years the Sisters of Saint Joseph and the faculty and staff of Elms College have been leaders in providing Catholic higher education in this region,” said Sr. Mary Reap.  “It is an honor to be appointed as the 10th president and to become a part of this great legacy, where the teaching of values and the achievement of high standards of educational quality are so clearly lived out. I look forward with great joy to the opportunity to join the Elms community in this important work.”

Mary S. Quinn, SSJ, president, Sisters of Saint Joseph, and a 1971 Elms College alumna, said, “The Sisters of St. Joseph are confident that the value-centered Catholic education at Elms College will continue to flourish under the very capable and experienced leadership of Sr. Mary Reap.”

Sr. Mary Reap previously served as president of Marywood University in Scranton, Pennsylvania, from 1988 to 2007. Founded in 1915 by the Sisters, Sevants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Marywood was the first Catholic women’s college in Pennsylvania.

A native of Archbald, Pennsylvania, and raised in Binghamton, New York, Sr. Mary was called to her vocation in her third year as a student at Marywood College, joining the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1961. She earned a bachelor of arts degree in Spanish from Marywood in 1965 and a master of arts degree in Spanish from Assumption College in 1972. She returned to her alma mater as a faculty member in 1973 and later held positions as the dean of the undergraduate school for women, chair of the education department and graduate department of education, director of the off-campus degree program, and director of international students. In 1979, she earned her Ph.D. in curriculum and instruction from The Pennsylvania State University. 

During Sr. Mary's presidency, Marywood established many new undergraduate, graduate and doctoral degree programs, including majors in physician's assistant, art therapy, aviation management, biotechnology, information sciences, and sports nutrition and exercise science.  

In 1997, Sr. Mary led the transformation of Marywood from a college to a university. In 2003, that process was manifested in the restructuring of the university into four colleges: Liberal Arts and Sciences, Education and Human Development, Health and Human Services, and Creative Arts and Management. The College of Creative Arts and Management is among the first of its kind in the nation, recognizing the emerging trend of blending business and art in the development of educational and career opportunities. 

Sr. Reap’s appointment followed an intensive national search that began last spring. “The search committee was very impressed with the caliber of more than 40 candidates,” said Judge Mary E. Hurley, a 1972 alumna and chair of the presidential search committee. “Following the interview process it became clear to us that Sr. Mary was the right person for Elms College.”


The national search firm Witt/Kieffer assisted the committee in the search.

Elms College is a co-educational, Catholic college offering a liberal arts curriculum that gives students multiple perspectives on life. The college was founded in 1928 by the Sisters of St. Joseph, whose mission is uniting neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God. Elms College has a tradition of educating reflective, principled, and creative learners, who are rooted in faith, educated in mind, compassionate in heart, responsive to civic and social obligations, and capable of adjusting to change without compromising principle.

