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Press Advisory





Bishop to dedicate and bless newest $4 million mausoleum


Third major multi-million dollar construction project completed by the diocese this year





Springfield – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will dedicate and bless the newest Catholic mausoleum, to be named Most Holy Redeemer, on Monday, Nov. 2, the Feast of All Souls Day at 1pm at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 421 Tinkham Road, Springfield.





This new facility was built at a cost of $4 million; it contains a total of 1722 crypts and 528 niches (for cremated remains) in the interior and exterior.  This 14,258 square foot mausoleum was designed by Alfred P. Casella Architects of Agawam.  A large stained glass window for the chapel within this new burial location was created by Pickel Studios from Florida, depicting the resurrected Christ on Easter morning. 





The date selected for this dedication, Nov. 2 the Feast of All Souls, was appropriate as it is the annual time in which Catholics remember their deceased friends and loved ones.





St. Joseph’s Parish in Pittsfield established the first local Catholic mausoleum in 2002 at their Peck Road cemetery.  In 2004, the diocese opened St. Michael the Archangel Mausoleum at St. Michael’s Cemetery on State Street. Both those facilities are more than half sold.  Springfield Diocesan Cemeteries is a non-profit entity which employs 30 fulltime and seasonal workers. In addition to the two diocesan mausoleums it manages 10 local diocesan cemeteries. It is the largest cemetery/mausoleum management group in western Massachusetts.





This is the third major construction project completed by the diocese this year.  Earlier this month the new $5 million Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Westfield was opened and in September the diocese opened St. Michael’s Academy at a re-construction cost of $8 million. 





Last year the diocese opened the new Immaculate Conception Church in Holyoke at a cost of $1 million and Holyoke Catholic High School was re-located to new facilities in Chicopee for $11 million. Bringing to a total of $29 million in major construction projects brought to the western Massachusetts economy over the past few years.
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