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For immediate release





Diocese to honor Catholic school supporters tonight


Donald & Michelle D’Amour along with Berkshire Bank CEO Michael Daly to be honored





SPRINGFIELD — The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Springfield will honor four individuals and one local organization at this evening’s Catholic Schools Advancement Dinner honorees and award recipients, starting at 6 p.m. at Chez Josef in Agawam. More than 300 guests will be on hand for the festivities.





The dinner honorees will be Donald and Michele D’Amour, of Big Y World Class Markets, Springfield, and Michael Daly, president of Berkshire Bank, Pittsfield. In announcing this year’s honorees, Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph M. Andrea Ciszewski, the diocesan superintendent of schools said, “This is the ten-year anniversary for the Catholic schools dinner and a most appropriate time to celebrate Donald and Michele D’Amour and Michael Daly for all that they had done to help carry-on the rich traditions provided by our Catholic schools.”   





The 2009 Catholic Schools Distinguished Community Leader Awards will be presented to Dr. Peter Lemaire, longtime board member and volunteer to the former Holy Name School, Springfield; and to UNICO National–Springfield Chapter, an organization that provided unwavering commitment and support to the former Mt. Carmel Academy, Springfield. The award will be accepted by Joseph Minardi, president. 





The Catholic Schools Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Rita McInnis Spencer to honor her history as an active member and supporter of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Springfield.  





Commenting on those being recognized, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell said, “Our schools provide students with an outstanding Catholic education and the best possible preparation to take their place in our community as leaders and people who make a real difference. This year’s dinner honorees and award recipients are great role models for our students as they develop to their potential as human beings and as children of God.  





“We want to celebrate and congratulate those special people who help make a unique difference in Catholic education,” said Bishop McDonnell. “The Catholic Schools Advancement dinner provides an opportunity to say thank you to those who understand the importance of young people, knowing what Pope Benedict XVI has called ‘the fullness of life.’” 





-30-











PRESS





RELEASE








_1112011617.doc
[image: image1..pict]


_1112011636.doc
[image: image1..pict]


