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Catholic diocese to unveil new initiative on Christmas

“ChristMass” designed to welcome persons back into the faith community

SPRINGFIELD- Recognizing that some Catholics have become estranged from their faith in recent years, and especially in the last few months because of the closing of beloved churches, the Diocese of Springfield will unveil a new initiative this Christmas call “ChristMass.”

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell determined more than a year ago that such an endeavor would be necessary because of anticipated outcome of pastoral planning, which has led to the closing of a number of Catholic churches throughout the diocese.  He appointed the diocesan vicar general, Msgr. Christopher D. Connelly to establish a committee to design and implement a program to welcome Catholics back into the faith community as well as encourage practicing Catholics to become more involved in their local parishes.

In comments to pastors explaining this program, Msgr. Connelly stated, “We respectfully ask your help in making a special effort to extend a greeting to family, friends and neighbors who have wandered from the practice of the faith and may have felt that they had good reason to do so.”  

Special welcoming cards will be available in all Catholic parishes and a special website with a video greeting from Bishop McDonnell has also been created, www.Christ-Mass.org. Also on the website is a listing of area weekly Masses and a “frequently asked questions” page addressing many of the most pressing concerns facing the Catholic community.

Bishop McDonnell will celebrate the Christmas Eve 4 p.m. liturgy at St. Michael’s Cathedral on Thursday. During this Mass he will deliver his annual Christmas message to the people of western Massachusetts.  This Mass will be taped for broadcast on WWLP 22News at 11 a.m. Christmas morning.

