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Press Advisory





Cardinal Sean O’Malley to visit Newman Ctr. at the University of Massachusetts 





SPRINGFIELD – For the second weekend in a row, Boston Cardinal Sean Patrick O’Malley will pay a visit to the Diocese of Springfield, this time celebrating a Sunday evening liturgy at the Newman Center at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.





Cardinal O’Malley will visit the Newman Center Sunday afternoon, March 29, where he will first have a private dinner with staff and students, and then celebrate the weekly 7 p.m. liturgy with the Newman community.





Newman Center Director, Father Douglas McGonagle, extended the invitation to the cardinal to visit the center because a number of the students in the UMass Newman community come from the Archdiocese of Boston.


  


Newman organizations can be found on many college campuses as a Catholic spiritual home-away-from-home for students.  They are inspired by the works of the 19th-century scholar and churchman, John Henry Cardinal Newman. During his life, Cardinal Newman sought to integrate faith within the academic world, helping to create the Catholic University of Ireland, which he served as rector from 1854 to 1858. The Newman Center at University of Massachusetts was opened in April 1963 and is currently one of the largest Catholic Newman centers to be found on a secular college campus. 





Cardinal O’Malley was born June 29, 1944 and joined the Capuchin Franciscan Order in 1965.  He was ordained a priest in 1970, after which he continued his studies in Spanish and Portuguese literature. He taught at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. until 1973. He was named coadjutor bishop of St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands in 1984 where he was successful in expanding the Catholic presence in that territory.





In 1992 he was made Bishop of Fall River, Mass., where he served until 2002 when he was made bishop of Palm Beach, Fla.  He would not serve a full year there before the Vatican announced he would be made the Archbishop of Boston in July 2003.  A year later he was named cardinal in the Catholic Church.  





Media outlets wishing to interview Cardinal O’Malley must contact Mark Dupont (413 478-8516) in advance to make those arrangements.  
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