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For immediate release 


Leadership team for new St. Michael’s Academy announced 


SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell and diocesan superintendent of schools, Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph M. Andrea Ciszewski, have announced the new leadership team for St. Michael’s Academy in Springfield.





Nelly deCarvalho, current principal of Our Lady of Hope School in Springfield, will assume the duties of head of academy at the new school which will open in September.  In this new role deCarvalho will oversee the academic mission and accreditation of the entire academy as well as be responsible for marketing, development and business operations.





Claire Cote, current principal at Holy Cross School, has been named the new principal for the elementary (K-5) division of the new academy which will be located on Eddywood Avenue in the present Holy Cross School building. She will be assisted by Ann Dougal, current principal at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School Springfield, who will serve as assistant principal in the elementary division.





Carol Raffaele, current principal of Mt. Carmel Academy Springfield, will be the new principal for the grade 6 to 8 middle school division on Wendover Road.  She will be assisted by David Nortz as assistant principal in the middle school division.  Nortz is presently the principal at Holy Name School, Springfield.





In making this announcement Bishop McDonnell commented, “I am delighted that St. Michael’s Academy will be in the hands of such academically gifted leaders.”





Sister Ciszewski shared those sentiments saying, “they are experienced educators and administrators who understand and promote our Catholic school mission as they establish benchmarks of excellence for student achievement.”  





“Aware of the academic needs in this twenty-first century, they are intent on providing the best holistic opportunities for our pre-K through grade 8 students, preparing them to be good citizens in their respective communities,” she added.





The Catholic Schools Office is still reviewing candidates to oversee the preschool program.





The new leadership team will meet with parents and students registered for the new academy during a planned parent meeting for Wednesday April 29 at 7 p.m. at Cathedral High School.
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