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14 new permanent deacons ordained in diocese


Two Chicopee men among those to serve





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell today, May 9, ordained 14 men as permanent deacons for the Diocese of Springfield during a two-hour ceremony which began at 11 a.m. in St. Michael’s Cathedral, Springfield. 


Among the new class of deacons are two Chicopee men who will be assigned to Chicopee parishes, Rev. Mr. Romeo Hebert who will be assigned to St. Anne Parish and the Rev. Mr. Joseph Peters who will be assigned to St. Stanislaus Basilica. 


The remaining new deacons are, Rev. Mr. William Brawner of Granby who will be assigned to St. Francis, Belchertown; Rev. Mr. Ly Cao of Springfield who will be assigned to St. Paul also in Springfield; Rev. Mr. Roger Carrier of North Granby, CT who will be assigned to St. Mary, Westfield; Rev. Mr. Thomas Gaudrault of South Hadley who will be assigned to St. Theresa, South Hadley; Rev. Mr. Michael Hodges of Longmeadow who will be assigned to Holy Name, Springfield; Rev. Mr. William Kern of Springfield who will be assigned to Sacred Heart also in Springfield; Rev. Mr. Wendell Pennell of Granby who will be assigned to Blessed Sacrament, Holyoke; Rev. Mr. Angel Perez of Springfield who will be assigned to Holy Family also in Springfield; Rev. Mr. Michael Perkins of East Longmeadow who will be assigned to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Springfield; Rev. Mr. David Southworth of Springfield who will be assigned to St. Mary, Longmeadow; Rev. Mr. John Vennard of East Longmeadow  who will be assigned to Holy Name, Springfield and Rev. Mr. James Ziemba of Wilbraham who will be assigned to St. Cecelia also in Wilbraham.


Prior to their ordination, the 14 new deacons completed four years of academic and formation training and they will begin serving in their assigned parishes immediately.


The diaconate ministry dates back to the earliest days of the Catholic Church and is designed to assist priests and bishops in their work. Theirs is a service based calling, to serve the church in practical ways.


Permanent deacons can be married and have families, and in fact, most do.  They accept this calling in addition to their careers, but it is made clear that they must continue to give their primary focus to their family and, if not retired, their jobs. Unlike “transitional” deacons who are preparing for the priesthood, for these men this is the permanent vocation which they are called to serve within the church.


With the ordination of these 14 men, there are 73 active permanent deacons serving in the Diocese of Springfield.  The next permanent deaconate class, consisting of 12 individuals, is scheduled for ordination in 2011. A new class, which would be ordained in 2013, will begin studies later this year. 
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